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When contacted by the Globe and Mail for this morning's article regarding the Guelph Storm jerseys, Morrisseau 
Art Consulting, Inc. issued the following statement on record:  
 
"The paintings from which the jersey logos appear to have been copied are known as Sacred Thunderbird and 
Sacred Medicine Bear.  
 
Sacred Thunderbird, in particular, has an interesting history. We are unaware of any provenance for that piece 
(or Sacred Medicine Bear) prior to the 2000’s, but it was featured as a giclee print oNered in various sizes by 
White Distribution Ltd., a company owned by James White, who is one of the people recently charged with 
fraud. When it was so oNered, it was accompanied by a certificate of authenticity, signed by Christian 
Morrisseau, who was one of Norval’s sons. That certificate was issued by the Morrisseau Family Foundation 
(the “MFF”), an organization set up with the help of Joseph McLeod, the art dealer who was found liable for 
fraud in relation to Morrisseau’s work. 
 
The MFF’s members also include several of Norval’s other children. Those children, who are also now members 
of what is known as the Morrisseau Estate, have been long-time supporters of, and collaborators with, both 
White and McLeod. In other words, Sacred Thunderbird’s history is strongly connected to the long-time 
business relationship between Norval’s children, who are now part of “the estate," and two art dealers, one of 
whom has been found by the court to be a fraud, and the other of whom is currently facing several criminal 
charges in relation to the Morrisseau fraud. 
 
Norval Morrisseau’s children’s involvement in the promotion and authentication of fake Morrisseau paintings is 
not new. For example, the painting Shaman with Bird Artist, which was admitted to be a fake by fraudster Gary 
Lamont in his guilty plea, was authenticated by David Morrisseau and oNered for sale in the 2008 Art Cube 
Gallery (Toronto) “Morrisseau Family” exhibition put on by Norval’s sons David Morrisseau, Eugene Morrisseau 
and Christian Morrisseau, all of whom are members of the MFF and of the current “Morrisseau Estate”. 
Remarkably, another painting that was oNered for sale at that same Art Cube Gallery exhibition was a painting 
titled Great Thunderbird – which is actually the same painting that is now known in print form as Sacred 
Thunderbird. 
 
Interestingly, Sacred Medicine Bear, which was dated 1974, was the subject of the art fraud charges against 
Gary Lamont, the Thunder Bay drug dealer and convicted rapist who ran part of the Morrisseau fakes production 
ring. When he pled guilty recently, he specifically identified Sacred Medicine Bear as a painting that his fraud 
ring produced, a fact with which the Crown agreed. 
 
It is our view that both Sacred Thunderbird and Sacred Medicine Bear have various characteristics that are 
consistent with the works implicated by the police in Project Totton, and which are inconsistent with 
Morrisseau’s known authentic works. Accordingly, we strongly urge that Sacred Thunderbird be examined for its 
authenticity to be determined." 
 
 
Jonathan Sommer 
Chief Executive ONicer 
Morrisseau Art Consulting, Inc. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-guelph-storm-hockey-team-says-it-made-error-in-judgment-with/


 
 

Sacred Thunderbird (aka Great Thunderbird) - artwork attributed to Norval Morrisseau. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Morrisseau Family Exhibition from 2008 at Art Cube Gallery where the original painting for  
"Sacred Thunderbird" was offered for sale with a title of "Great Thunderbird" along with other paintings by 

David Morrisseau, Christian Morrisseau and Eugene Morrisseau 
 



 
Originally the source painting of "Sacred Thunderbird" was titled "Great Thunderbird "  

as seen in this page from the Morrisseau Family Exhibition catalog.  
The painting was later used to create prints which were offered for sale by  

White Distributions Ltd. (a company owned by Jim White). 
 



 
The painting by Anishnabeg Outreach CEO Stephen Jackson  

which was used by the Guelph Storm for their jerseys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Side by Side: Sacred Thunderbird, the painting by Stephen Jackson and it's use on the Guelph Storm 

jersey for fundraising purposes. 
 
 

 
Sacred Thunderbird was published with the Morrisseau Family Foundation (MFF) stamp of approval and 
authentication by Christian Morrisseau through White Distribution Ltd. - a company owned by Jim White.  
White is one of the individuals facing several criminal charges related to the Norval Morrisseau Art fraud. 

 



 
Excerpts from Legend of our People catalog (a play on Norval Morrisseau's 1965 book titled "Legends of 

my People") - the Limited edition giclée on canvas series was offered for sale by White Distribution Ltd 
and authenticated and approved by the Morrisseau Family Foundation.  

Additionally, a photo of David, Christian, Josh (Christian's son), Wolf Morrisseau and Jim White along with 
his former spouse Alicia Soave (AKA Alicia Hay - AKA Alicia White). The painting previously offered as 

Great Thunderbird is now titled herein as Sacred Thunderbird and featured prominently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Side by Side of "Sacred Thunderbird" and "Sacred Thunderbird My Totem”  
which was falsely attributed to Norval Morrisseau as documented in  

R v Gary Lamont,  
Indictment CR-23-0043-00  
Agreed Statement of Facts  

Appendix B, Item 31 
Property Tag P22049209 

, OPP Exhibit 4001 
Seized at Gallery 260 on April 29, 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
"Sacred Medicine Bear" (1974): was the subject of the art fraud charges against Gary Lamont, the Thunder 

Bay drug dealer and convicted rapist who ran part of the Morrisseau fakes production ring.  
When he pled guilty recently, he specifically identified "Sacred Medicine Bear "as a painting that "was 

advertised and/or sold by or at the direction of Gary Lamont," a fact with which the Crown agreed 



 
The entry for Sacred Medicine Bear (1974) which was falsely attributed to Norval Morrisseau. The artwork 

was documented by the Crown in R v Gary Lamont, Indictment CR-23-0043-00, Agreed Statement of 
Facts, Appendix B, Item 76, as filed in Court at the Gary Lamont hearing in Thunder Bay. 

 



 
Side by Side of "Sacred Medicine Bear," Stephen Jackson's artwork and the image Jackson then licensed 

to the Guelph Storm for fundraising purposes.  
 

 
Anishnabeg Outreach CEO Stephen Jackson, the artist, promoting his design and the jersey  

at the OHL Guelph Storm hockey game.  
 



 
Screenshot of the Morrisseau Family Foundation website homepage detailing  

who they are (Morrisseau's children) and also the resulting Press Release by Norval Morrisseau  
in response; making clear what he thought of it. 

 



 
From the website of the Morrisseau Family Foundation, an organization set up with the help of  
Joseph McLeod, the art dealer who was found liable for fraud in relation to Morrisseau’s work. 

 
 



 
Photo of David Morrisseau authenticating a purported Norval Morrisseau artwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Item 25 from R v Gary Lamont, Indictment CR-23-0043-00, Agreed Statements of Facts, Appendix B, Item 

25. A painting titled "Shaman with Bird" and dated 1979. Authenticated on the verso in writing by David 
Morrisseau, Norval Morrisseau's son and member of the Morrisseau Family Foundation  

and now a part of the "Estate." 



 
One the left - a page from the Morrisseau Family Exhibition catalog in 2008 at Art Cube Gallery.  
On the right, the same painting as documented in R v Gary Lamont, Indictment CR-23-0043-00,  

Agreed Statement of Facts, Appendix B, Item 25 as Falsely Attributed to David's father, Norval Morrisseau, 
and identified as sold by or at the direction of Gary Lamont. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Letter signed by members of the Morrisseau Family Foundation, on the letterhead of  

the KEEWAYWIN FIRST NATION band office where LISA MORRISSEAU was employed.  
The letter supports Joseph McLeod and states "We do not believe there is a fraud ring."  

Additionally, they assert authenticity over McLeod catalogs of Morrisseau works including  
works which, Norval Morrisseau, their father, had himself declared to be fakes  

and imitations in Sworn Declarations.  
You can find some of the Sworn Declarations by Norval Morrisseau here: 

https://www.sommer-law.ca/morrisseau-sworn-declarations 

https://www.sommer-law.ca/morrisseau-sworn-declarations


 
The children and former members of the Morrisseau Family Foundation at  

a recent memorial unveiling as posted by Official Morrisseau. 
 
 

 
Eugene Morrisseau painting with children on an unfinished Norval Morrisseau painting as 
posted by Official Morrisseau and organized and attended to by "Estate" CEO Cory Dingle 

 


